Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.090; wR factor = 0.205; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.6.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 16 H 20 N 2 , contains two independent molecules. The rings in each molecule are oriented at dihedral angles of 78.94 (3) and 77.76 (3) . al., 2006). We report herein the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
Related literature
The asymmetric unit of (I) (Fig. 1) contains two independent molecules, in which the bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . Rings A (C2-C7), B (C10-C15), C (C18-C23) and D(C26-C31) are, of course, planar and the dihedral angles between them are A/B = 78.94 (3)° and C/D = 77.76 (3)°.
As can be seen from the packing diagram (Fig. 2) , the molecules of (I) are elongated along the b axis and stacked along the a axis.
Experimental N, N'-di-p-tolyl-ethylenediimine, (II) , was firstly synthesized, according to a literature method (Türkmen & Çetinkaya, 2006) .
For the preparation of the title compound, (I), compound (II) (2.4 g, 10 mmol) was dissolved in methanol/furanidine (40/60 ml) and mixed with NaBH 4 (3.8 g, 100 mmol) (Grasa et al., 2001) . The mixture was kept at 298 K and stirred for 30 min, and then deionized water (200 ml) was used to quench the reaction. The mixture was extracted 3 times with ether (50 ml).
Ether extracts were dried over MgSO 4 and evaporated under reduced pressure to afford (I). The product was purified by repeated crystallization. Crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of ethanol (yield; 2.0 g, m.p. 366 K).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with N-H = 0.86 Å (for NH) and C-H = 0.93, 0.97 and 0.96 Å for aromatic, methylene and methyl H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C,N), where x = 1.5 for methyl H, and x = 1.2 for all other H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.073
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 26.1º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 1.6º 
